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ATS 2025 | PSIR | Test code : 834212
(8 Questions | 250 Marks | Duration 3 Hours)

Instructions:
> There are 8 questions in the question paper.
> Question 1 and 5 are compulsory. You can attempt any THREE out of the
remaining, Choosing at least ONE Question from each section.
> The number of marks carried by a question /part is indicated against it.
> Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to.

> Content is more important than content length.

Section A

yswer the following questions in 150 words. (10*5 = 50 Marks)
a. Discuss the impact and significance of the Civil Disobedience Movement as a true
Gandhian Movement.
b. Legacies of the British Rule in the Indian Constitution. Discuss
c. The Writ of Habeas Corpus in India. Comment
d. Scope of Article 368 toward expanding social justice. Comment

e. The Indian Constitution as a “Lawyers’ Paradise.” Comment

Q.2) a. “The evolving centre-state relations in India reflect a tug-of-war between
constitutional provisions and political realities.” Discuss. (20 marks)

b. Critically examine the role of the National Backward Classes Commission in
alleviating social inequality in India. (15 marks)

c. What factors shaped the ideological and social bases of political parties in the

recent general elections, and how did these influence voter alignments and the

resurgence of coalition politics? (15 marks)
Q.3) Is the Election Commission of India a toothless tiger? Identify its major challenges
and suggest reforms for making it a fully independent entity. (20 marks)

b. “The scope and objective of public audit are shaped by societal concerns.” Examine
the role of the Comptroller and Auditor General in promoting India’s democratic

polity. (15 marks)
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C.

Q.4) a.

“Economic liberalisation has widened the gap between urban and rural India.”

Comment. (15 marks)

“Inter-state disputes are an inevitable outcome of federalism in a diverse country
like India.” Analyse. (20 marks)
Was the integrationist idea of “one nation” disrupted by post-independence state
bifurcation? Examine with examples. (15 marks)
Discuss the role of public mobilisation in the Save Aarey Movement. To what extent
have such environmental movements influenced government policy in urban

development? (15 marks)

Q.5) Answer the following questions in 150 words. (10*5 = 50 Marks)

a.

o o T

Q.6) a.

Comment: India has effectively accommodated linguistic diversity through
federalism.

UPSC and the challenges of ensuring merit-based recruitment. Discuss

NITI Aayog’s adaptive planning in a rapidly changing world. Comment

Role of the Finance Commission in shaping India’s fiscal federalism. Comment
The National Commission for Women and the advancement of gender equality.

Comment

“Indian secularism does not erect a wall of separation between State and religion.”
Discuss the secular credentials of India’s constitutional and political set-up.

(20 marks)
Discuss the notion that the Indian Constitution is a social instrument. Analyse
provisions and directives that aim to promote social justice and equality.

(15 marks)
Critically examine the Basic-Structure doctrine as expounded by the Supreme
Court of India. What are its implications for the parliamentary system and the

amendment procedure? (15 marks)

Assess the Indian National Movement from a Dalit perspective. What strategies
distinguished Dalit nationalists from the mainstream? (20 marks)
Examine the role of extremists in the freedom struggle and contrast their tactics

with those of the moderates. (15 marks)
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C.

Q.8) a.

Analyse the discretionary powers of the Governor under the Constitution. Are

reforms needed? (15 marks)

The theoretical framework of decentralisation assumes it empowers local
communities and ensures effective governance. Critically evaluate this in the
context of Panchayati Raj Institutions and Municipal Governments in India.

(20 marks)
The Constituent Assembly first adopted “due process of law” from the U.S.
Constitution, later replacing it with “procedure established by law.” What is the
major difference, and why was the latter preferred? (15 marks)
Discuss the scope of Judicial Review in the Indian Constitution. Has it
strengthened the Constitution or created conflicts of power? Substantiate with

case-law. (15 marks)
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